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Dick Schram Memorial Community Relations Award

Since 1988, the International Council of Air Shows has presented the Dick Schram Memorial Community Relations Award to the one (current ICAS member) military air show, open house or flying event that best represents the spirit of community for which Dick Schram stood throughout his naval career.

The application and process are relatively straightforward. Please be sure to complete all portions of the application and include all requested supporting documents and correspondence. Applications not completed properly or that do not contain the necessary documentation will not be considered for the award.

Members should email their entries (application and supporting letters) to the ICAS office at icas@airshows.aero with Dick Schram Award Application in the subject line.
For presentation purposes only, in recognizing the winner at the Chairman’s Banquet at the ICAS Convention in December, we ask that you send a short video that contains footage of your event, and several still photos that tie together your show and your base’s involvement in the community, to arrive at the ICAS office no later than Friday, October 31, 2025. The video and photos will NOT be used for judging. 

PLEASE NOTE THIS IMPORTANT CHANGE: 

All EMAILED applications must be received at ICAS headquarters not later than Friday, October 31, 2025. 
If your air show is on or after September 1, 2025, you have the option to submit your application in 2025 OR in 2026.

Dick Schram Memorial Community Relations Award

The Dick Schram Memorial Community Relations Award is presented each year to the military base which, in planning and implementing its air show or air event, not only exhibits traditional community relations as it considers the needs of its civilian neighbors but sets new standards of excellence in this area by including its community in the planning, execution and rewards of the event. The selection panel for the award will consist of representatives from the United States and Canada (typically a committee of at least four).

Military base flying events, open houses and/or air shows are eligible for consideration for the community relations award.  The submission process is defined herein and must be completed in its entirety. Consideration will be given only to properly completed applications, which include all the required submissions.

Dick Schram – August 4, 1940 - June 29, 1987

Commander Schram, 46, died of a cerebral hemorrhage on June 29, 1987. A second-generation naval officer, Dick was the son of the late Captain Dick Schram, known nationwide as the “Flying Professor,” who thrilled air show audiences for more than 20 years.

A former Blue Angel, Commander Dick Schram was the U.S. Department of Defense Aviation Support Liaison Officer in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense at the time of his death. He had a wealth of knowledge and experience that he would share with anyone. Dick helped established shows, new shows, performers, writers, and moviemakers. He did so enthusiastically and fairly. He was a rare individual.

It is only fitting that the International Council of Air Shows recognize Commander Schram’s unique ability in the community relations field with an award that recognizes military public relations activities that go far beyond the traditional base/community relations. The air show, air event or open house is the perfect opportunity to exhibit the true ability of a base and community to work together, in harmony, for the benefit of all. It is with great pleasure that the International Council of Air Shows can promote the opportunities for good community relations that come with an air event in the tradition of the outstanding and unique ability of Commander Dick Schram.

Award Application Form

Dick Schram Memorial Community Relations Award

Use only the space provided for each answer. Type size must be 10 point or larger. Attachments other than those required will not be considered. Six (6) letters from specific individuals and organizations in your community must accompany each application.  Details on this requirement may be found at the end of the application.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Event Name

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Base Name







Branch

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Address

__________________________________________________________________________________________

City





    State/Province

Zip/Postal Code

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

Point of Contact

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Business Phone




    Cell Phone
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Email 





   Website URL

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Date(s) of Event





Number of years event has been held.
1. Description of Event
2. Will the event be held again next year?
3. What is the objective of the event?

4. What were the key factors that contributed to meeting the objectives of the event?

5. In planning and implementing your event, describe your approach, relationships, and follow-up with the business community in your area (sponsors, chamber of commerce, media, off-base suppliers, etc.).
6. In planning and implementing your event, describe your approach, relationships, and follow-up with the government and/or regulatory agencies in your community (mayor, city council, county commissioners, state or national representatives, highway department, sheriff’s office, etc.).
7. In planning and implementing your event, describe your approach, relationships and follow-up with the charities, service organizations and other non-profit benefactors of your event (local and/or base charities, local and/or base service organizations, community organizations or projects of mutual interest and/or benefit).

8. What changes, if any, will be made to your plan and implementation for your next event?

9. Please submit the following supporting documents: six (6) one-page letters from appropriate individuals on their organization’s letterhead describing the relationship that their organizations have with your event, including: a) business, b) non-profit organizations, and c) government. At least one letter must be submitted in each of the three categories and no more than three can be submitted for any one category. All letters must be submitted with this application.
____________________________________________
__________________________

Signature of Preparer





Date

____________________________________________
__________________________

Signature of Base Commander




Date

EMAIL your entries (application and supporting letters) to the ICAS office at icas@airshows.aero with Dick Schram Award Submission in the subject line. Entry deadline is Friday, October 31, 2025.
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